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Planning, Preparation and Facilitation 
 

1. Identified film for discussion and secured access, thanks to the film makers  

2. Identified suitable venue for film screening and interested participants. 

3. Identified projector, speakers etc needed for showing the film 

4. Advertised event / invited participants 

5. Shared agenda and personal reflection sheet, asking participants to consider this before the 

event 

6. Printed copies of agenda for participants. Also printed or prepared by hand extracts from the 

‘Queries, Information and Quotes’ resource. Prepared attendees sheet to collect names and 

email addresses of participants.  

7. Prepared venue by mounting extracts from the ‘Queries, Information and Quotes’ around the 

room to stimulate thought and discussion, the personal reflection sheet, and flip-chart entitled 

‘Elephants in the Room’. Also prepared equipment for showing film. 

8. Identified note-taker.  

9. When gathered shared agenda with each participant and proceeded with event as described in 

agenda. 

10. Collected notes on completion.  

11. Followed up with participants to thank them and share notes with them.  

 

Resources needed: 

• Film 



• Projector 

• Speakers 

• Flip chart 

• Markers 

• Blu-tac 

 

Agenda 
 

5.45-6.15 Self-reflection sheet & info on the walls to browse. Plus ‘elephants in the 

room’ flipchart for anything people felt they unable to talk about 

(nothing listed). 

6.15-6.30  Intro (purpose, process etc.).  

+ Name & (briefly) – something you are currently working on or thinking 

about. 

6.30-6.50 Intro to film & film showing.  

6.50-7 Reflection/Immediate personal response to the film – in pairs. 

7-7.45 Q & A Thoughts/questions to Dermot & Ivan – whole group discussion. 

7.45-8.15 Brain Picking - Lisa to introduce the ‘Ammerdown Group’ conversation 

and invite people to share key questions for further conversation plus 

any ideas for future conversations/exploration (15 mins in small groups 

and 15 minutes to share questions for further conversation.   

8.15-8.30 Close – briefly share something relevant that’s in our heads. 

 

 

Personal Reflection Sheet 
 

Security – as a minimum - ‘the state of being free from danger or threat’. 

Identity - who you are, the way you think about yourself, the way you are viewed by the world 

and the characteristics that define you. 

Questions for reflections (write responses if possible, you won’t be showing them to anyone 

else apart from 6). 



1. What current dangers and threats do you currently fear? 

2. What UK security policy (or lack of) helps you feel more or less safe? 

3. Have current UK security policies impacted on your sense of identity – if so, how? 

4. What one thing might you change about UK security policies and why? 

5. How might people with a very different view of security respond to your ideas? 

6. Imagine you are going to host a public conversation/creative workshop about ‘security 

& identity’ what question/s would you like to ask others to consider? (Please write this 

question as clearly as possible on a post-it). 

 

Questions, information & quotes  
 

These were displayed around the room  

Questions 

 What brings security?  

 What brings security in the world as we find it now?  

 Is the risk of atrocities by non-state groups a major threat to life in Britain?  

 What should be the balance between managing current potential risks and taking action 

on root causes? 

 What are the drivers of insecurity? 

 Are ‘military capable, strategically allied states’ are more secure than other states?  

 What is the current security paradigm, is it working and if so, for whom? 

 

Drivers of insecurity: 

 Climate change 

 Militarisation 

 Economic inequality 

 Scarcity of resources  

 Violent conflict 

 Terrorist attacks 

 

Risks and Threats: Statistics and Quotes 

Risk:  

National Security Risk Assessment prioritises (as Tier 1) the following threats in the next five 

years 

 ‘Terrorism’, particularly atrocities committed by ISIS, al-Qa’ida and affiliated groups; 



 Cyber-warfare, as well as terrorism, crime and espionage conducted in cyberspace; 

 The risk of an international military conflict that draws in the UK; 

 Instability overseas; 

 Pandemics and other public health crises; and 

 Natural hazards such as flooding in the UK  

 The Government’s risk assessment acknowledges but does not prioritise the following as 

needing urgent action: 

 Advances in technology. 

 Shifts in global economics/the balance of power. 

 Climate change. 

Number 1 threat to UK: ‘atrocities by non-state groups’. 

HM Gov., 2015b, pp. 85-87. 

For the first time in twenty years, an advanced military state [Russia] has challenged the borders 

of European nations, and the security challenges in the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia have 

increased dramatically in scale and complexity. Russia has annexed Crimea, and Russian-backed 

separatists have taken much of Eastern Ukraine. DAESH (or ISIL) have seized the second largest 

city in Iraq, and now control areas of a territory larger than the United Kingdom. The Libyan 

government has retreated to a ship off the coast. The President of Yemen has fled from his 

capital. Boko Haram controls swathes of Northern Nigeria. South Sudan—the newest country in 

the world—is in Civil War. Over 10,000 civilians were casualties in Afghanistan last year. Serious 

instability persists in Darfur, Somalia, the Central African Republic, and Pakistan. Three million 

people have been displaced and two hundred thousand killed in Syria.’ 

House of Commons Defence Committee, 2015a 

What we’re facing in Iraq now with Isis is a greater and deeper threat to our security than we 

have known before. 

 

David Cameron, 29 August 2014 

Islamist terrorism has never been a major cause of mortality in the UK or in other western 

countries; but it maintains the capacity to spread fear and alarm. 

David Anderson QC, the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation (2013 Report on 

Terrorist Attacks). 

‘Statistics’ & risk 

Suicide 



In 2013, 6,233 suicides were registered in the UK. This corresponds to a rate of 11.9 per 

100,000 (19.0 per 100,000 for men and 5.1 per 100,000 for women).  

The male suicide rate is the highest since 2001. The suicide rate among men aged 45-59, 25.1 

per 100,000, is the highest for this group since 1981. 

http://www.samaritans.org/sites/default/files/kcfinder/branches/branch-

96/files/Suicide_statistics_report_2015.pdf 

Air pollution 

Outdoor air pollution is contributing to about 40,000 early deaths a year in the UK 

 Royal Colleges of Physicians and of Paediatrics and Child Health. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-35629034 

Road Traffic Accidents 

2013 - 1,713 people were killed in reported road traffic accidents in Great Britain. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/annual-road-fatalities 

Murder 

574 murders recorded in the year ending Sept 2015. (Office of National Statistics, 2015). 

Domestic Violence 

2 women are killed every week in England and Wales by a current or former partner (Office of 

National Statistics, 2015). 

Terrorist attacks 

2005 to 2013, 38 Britons were killed in terrorist attacks abroad. 

2015 - 30 Britons were killed in Tunisia. 

2005 – 52 killed on UK soil (7/7). 

2013 – Lee Rigby killed. 

2009 - Massereene Barracks shooting – 2 soldiers killed by the Real IRA. 

+ In November 2013, Andrew Parker, Director General of MI5, stated that 34 terrorist plots had 

been foiled since the 7/7 bombings. 

What is security?  

Latin root, se + cura - free from fear or anxiety 



Security - shared freedom from fear and want, and the freedom to live well.  

UN General Assembly, 2005.  

Military spending 

The UK is the six-largest military spender in the world (along with France the largest in the EU) 

and is one of nine states worldwide with nuclear weapons. (SIPRI) 

UK defence budget (planned spending) 2016 - £45.1 billion out of a total budget of £759.5 

billion. http://www.ukpublicspending.co.uk/government_expenditure.html 

Cameron’s speech 

We are all British. We respect democracy and the rule of law. We believe in freedom of speech, 

freedom of the press, freedom of worship, equal rights regardless of race, sex, sexuality or faith. 

We believe in respecting different faiths but also expecting those faiths to support the British 

way of life. These are British values. And are underpinned by distinct British institutions. Our 

freedom comes from our Parliamentary democracy. The rule of law exists because of our 

independent judiciary. This is the home that we are building together. 

Whether you are Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, Christian or Sikh, whether you were born here or born 

abroad, we can all feel part of this country – and we must now all come together and stand up 

for our values with confidence and pride. 

And as we do so, we should together challenge the ludicrous conspiracy theories of the 

extremists. The world is not conspiring against Islam; the security services aren’t behind terrorist 

attacks; our new Prevent duty for schools is not about criminalising or spying on Muslim 

children. This is paranoia in the extreme. 

In fact that duty will empower parents and teachers to protect children from all forms of 

extremism – whether Islamist or neo-Nazi. 

We should challenge together the conspiracy theories about our Muslim communities too and I 

know how much pain these can cause. 

We must stand up to those who try to suggest that there is some kind of secret Muslim 

conspiracy to take over our government, or that Islam and Britain are somehow incompatible. 

People who say these things are trying to undermine our shared values and make Muslims feel 

like they don’t belong here, and we will not let these conspiracy theorists win. 

We must also de-glamourise the extremist cause, especially ISIL.   

David Cameron (Extremism Speech extract July 2015) 

 



Security Quotes 

Using Celia McKeon’s Ted Talk1 as inspiration I arranged the quotes into ‘clenched fist’ or ‘open 

hand’ approaches to security, placing the quotes in different parts of the room underneath 

those images. 

Clenched fist approach to security quotes 

The UK must wield ‘all our instruments of power and influence to shape the global 

environment…’  

Security Strategy HM Gov, 2010 

 

We [the UK] take the view that our role in the world is supplemented by what we do in the world 

militarily and we, like the United States, tend to react with military resources; the Germans tend 

to want to pay for things; the Italians tend to want to… convene conferences, everybody making 

contributions in their own way and our contribution tends towards the military because we 

think it’s a strong card in our hands – nothing wrong with that.  

 

RUSI Director Michael Clarke (RUSI, 2014) 

Our new world rests on order, the danger is disorder. 

Tony Blair 

Since the formation of NATO in 1949, by contrast, UK grand strategy has consistently been 

based on a permanent alliance and economic partnership with fellow democracies in the US and 

Western Europe, and on support for the rules-based international order created after 1945…This 

grand strategy has been largely successful, helping to ensure a period of prosperity and security 

unprecedented in the nation’s history. Its place as a permanent member of the UN Security 

Council remains secure, as does its ability to help shape international affairs across a wide range 

of issue areas. 

Malcolm Chalmers (RUSI) 

                                                           
1 https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/ammerdown-invitation/security-for-future-in-search-of-new-

vision 



[N]o Prime Minister wants to be remembered as the one who oversaw a step change down in 

the United Kingdom’s standing on the international stage. This is why successive Prime 

Ministers have supported the retention of a nuclear capability knowing full well that the 

replacement costs will fall to their successors. 

Andrew Dorman, Kings College 2015 

I think the problem is that we have not seen that we need to approach this issue of Muslim 

extremism as we might approach World War Two back in the 30s…This is a real threat to us and 

we’re sleepwalking in the way we’re approaching it…(ISIS is) an existential threat to all of us. 

 

General Sir David Richards, head of the British armed forces from 2010 to 2013. 

Open hand approach to security quotes 

‘[I]t is not necessary to assume an innate lust for power in order to account for the sometimes 

fierce competition that marks the international arena. In an anarchic domain, a state of war 

exists if all parties lust for power. But so too will a state of war exist if all states seek only to 

ensure their own safety. 

Kenneth Waltz  

The government’s Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation, David Anderson QC, warned 

legislators against: 

‘provoking a backlash in affected communities, hardening perceptions of an illiberal or 

Islamophobic approach, alienating those whose integration into British society is already fragile 

and playing into the hands of those who, by peddling a grievance agenda, seek to drive people 

further towards extremism and terrorism’ (Anderson, 2015). 

The scope and approach of this strategy reflects the way our understanding of national security 

has changed. In the past, the state was the traditional focus of foreign, defence and security 

policies, and national security was understood as dealing with the protection of the state and its 

vital interests from attacks by other states. Over recent decades, our view of national security 

has broadened to include threats to individual citizens and to our way of life, as well as to the 

integrity and interests of the state. That is why this strategy deals with transnational crime, 

pandemics and flooding – not part of the traditional idea of national security, but clearly 

challenges that can affect large numbers of our citizens, and which demand some of the same 



responses as more traditional security threats, including terrorism. The broad scope of this 

strategy also reflects our commitment to focus on the underlying drivers* of security and 

insecurity, rather than just immediate threats and risks. 

 

*Underlying drivers listed as: climate change, energy scarcity, poverty and inequality, poor 

governance, and certain factors associated with globalisation. 

2008 Security Strategy (Note: ‘open hand’ish’). 

The past decade may be remembered as the time when the West suffered a collective failure of 

grand strategy, being too militarised in its outlook to recognise the limitations of force… 

Lukas Milevski 2011. 

 …a shift of military effort from crisis response (waiting for the future to happen) to “upstream” 

engagement to positive manage conflict, prevent violence and build peace.  

MCDC. From: ‘Understand to Prevent: The Military Contribution to the Prevention of Violent 

Conflict’. 2014. (Report by military officers from 7 countries). 

Peace that is not built from the bottom up, with the involvement of all strata and identity 

groups, is no peace and will not hold. 

Diana Francis 

If we are focussed only on the prevention of violent crises and do not set out to transform global 

relationships, economic, social, political and environmental, we shall go on failing to protect on 

the grand scale and continue to face growing numbers of outbreaks of widespread violence in 

which those who have lived lives of daily misery are finally dispatched with brutality. 

Diana Francis 

[T]he explosive compound of growing social inequality and the rising volume of human suffering 

relegated to the status of “collaterality”… has all the markings of being potentially the most 

disastrous among the many problems humanity may be forced to confront, deal with and 

resolve in the current century. 

Zygmunt Bauman, 2011 

Yet there is much that the UK can do to support, accompany, promote, and enable locally driven 

peace processes and initiatives. Developing good practice, investing in expertise and strategies, 

and placing mediation and peacebuilding on a higher footing in relation to security and military 



responses in the toolkit of responses to conflict, would be an economic, people-centred and 

politically effective way to enhance national security. Furthermore, finding ways to forge new 

and collaborative partnerships, which will have collective impact on complex conflict systems, is 

a key challenge for the 21st century. 

Conciliation Resources, 2015 

 

 

Summary of event 
 

Purpose of the gathering: to use the film ‘Ecce Homo’2 as a spark to share reflections about the 

impact of current UK Security policies on us personally. And to share ideas about how to 

facilitate wider conversations about security and identity (that may relate to the Ammerdown 

Group invitation). 

 

Brief report of the Thinkspace 

The film provided a really good conversation spark. The conversation explored our individual 

relationship with the State, our own responses to current security approaches and people also 

shared personal stories about securitisation in relation to identity – with some people facing 

security approaches on the basis of their identity (being searched at airports to the extent of no 

longer feeling safe enough to travel) that others are not. The nature of Ecce Homo also led to a 

conversation about the nature of bureaucracy and justice in the digital age. It would have been 

good to have more time to explore and discuss the ‘clenched fist’ and ‘open hand’ approaches 

to security. 

 

Thoughts from participants about future conversations including questions for further 

exploration 

 

 How does identity inform security? How does a sense of security inform a sense of 

identity? 

 

                                                           
2 The film Director of Ecce Home Dermot Daly, along with Sound Producer Ivan Mack very kindly offered us their 

film Ecce Homo. The film is an Orwellian dystopia. Dermot and Ivan also participated in the post film conversation. 

For more info about Ecce Homo see: https://chocolatebearuk.wordpress.com/news/ 



 If you are settled in your home with your family close by, secure in work etc. what 

would it take for you to flee everything and risk your life in a boat in Greece? 

 

 Do you consider the State a threat to your security and in what way? 

 

 Why should identity be seen as a potential security threat as opposed to actions? 

 

 What do you feel you cannot talk about? 

 

 How safe do you feel? Why do you feel this? Does everyone feel the same as you do you 

think? If yes/no why? 

 

 Does who you are affect how safe you feel? Who are you? 

 

 Does identity matter when it comes to security? 

 

Lisa Cumming 26/04/16 

 


